Breakdown of cross-modal function in dementia.
To evaluate the possibility that specific language abnormalities in dementia are related to impaired cross-modal ability, the authors studied patients with Alzheimer's disease (which is characterized by a generalized language breakdown or aphasia) and patients with Parkinson's disease and dementia (a disorder associated more with selective deficits in naming than with aphasia). Both groups were initially equated for severity of dementia. Compared with nondemented patients with Parkinson's disease and age-equivalent healthy controls, patients with Alzheimer's disease and Parkinson's disease with dementia showed significant deficits in cross-modal ability. Moreover, the cross-modal deficits were significantly associated with object-naming ability. Results support the concept that language capacity and cross-modal functions are interrelated.